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Society Without God
What the Least Religious Nations
Can Tell Us about Contentment
NYU Press Are lawyers, by their very nature, agents of the state, of capital, of
institutions of power? Or are there ways in which they can work constructively or
transformatively for the disempowered, the working class, the underprivileged?
Lawyers in a Postmodern World explores how lawyers actively create the forms of
power which they and others deploy. Through engaging case studies, the book
examines how lawyers work within and for powerful institutions and provides
suggestions--both general and practical--for ways in which the practice of law can be
made to work with and for the powerless. Individuals chapters address such subjects
as the contradictions of radical law practice; legal work in South Africa; the
economics and politics of negotiating justice; feminist legal scholarship and women's
gendered lives; the overlapping worlds of law, business, and politics; theories of
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legal practice; and how lawyers are constitutive of gender relations. Contributing to
the book are Maureen Cain (University of West Indies), Yves Dezalay (Centre
National de la Recherche Scientiﬁque, France), Martha Fineman (Columbia
University), Sue Lees (University of North London), Doreen McBarnet (Wolfson
College, Oxford), Frank Munger (SUNY, Buﬀalo), Wilfried Scharf (University of Cape
Town), Stuart Scheingold (University of Washington), David Sugarman (Lancaster
University), and Sally Wheeler (University of Nottingham).

Society without God
What the Least Religious Nations
Can Tell Us About Contentment
NYU Press “Silver” Winner of the 2008 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Award,
Religion Category Before he began his recent travels, it seemed to Phil Zuckerman
as if humans all over the globe were “getting religion”—praising deities, performing
holy rites, and soberly defending the world from sin. But most residents of Denmark
and Sweden, he found, don’t worship any god at all, don’t pray, and don’t give much
credence to religious dogma of any kind. Instead of being bastions of sin and
corruption, however, as the Christian Right has suggested a godless society would
be, these countries are ﬁlled with residents who score at the very top of the
“happiness index” and enjoy their healthy societies, which boast some of the lowest
rates of violent crime in the world (along with some of the lowest levels of
corruption), excellent educational systems, strong economies, well-supported arts,
free health care, egalitarian social policies, outstanding bike paths, and great beer.
Zuckerman formally interviewed nearly 150 Danes and Swedes of all ages and
educational backgrounds over the course of fourteen months. He was particularly
interested in the worldviews of people who live their lives without religious
orientation. How do they think about and cope with death? Are they worried about
an afterlife? What he found is that nearly all of his interviewees live their lives
without much fear of the Grim Reaper or worries about the hereafter. This led him to
wonder how and why it is that certain societies are non-religious in a world that
seems to be marked by increasing religiosity. Drawing on prominent sociological
theories and his own extensive research, Zuckerman ventures some interesting
answers. This fascinating approach directly counters the claims of outspoken,
conservative American Christians who argue that a society without God would be hell
on earth. It is crucial, Zuckerman believes, for Americans to know that “society
without God is not only possible, but it can be quite civil and pleasant.”
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What the Least Religious Nations
Can Tell Us about Contentment
NYU Press “Silver” Winner of the 2008 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Award,
Religion Category Before he began his recent travels, it seemed to Phil Zuckerman
as if humans all over the globe were “getting religion”—praising deities, performing
holy rites, and soberly defending the world from sin. But most residents of Denmark
and Sweden, he found, don’t worship any god at all, don’t pray, and don’t give much
credence to religious dogma of any kind. Instead of being bastions of sin and
corruption, however, as the Christian Right has suggested a godless society would
be, these countries are ﬁlled with residents who score at the very top of the
“happiness index” and enjoy their healthy societies, which boast some of the lowest
rates of violent crime in the world (along with some of the lowest levels of
corruption), excellent educational systems, strong economies, well-supported arts,
free health care, egalitarian social policies, outstanding bike paths, and great beer.
Zuckerman formally interviewed nearly 150 Danes and Swedes of all ages and
educational backgrounds over the course of fourteen months. He was particularly
interested in the worldviews of people who live their lives without religious
orientation. How do they think about and cope with death? Are they worried about
an afterlife? What he found is that nearly all of his interviewees live their lives
without much fear of the Grim Reaper or worries about the hereafter. This led him to
wonder how and why it is that certain societies are non-religious in a world that
seems to be marked by increasing religiosity. Drawing on prominent sociological
theories and his own extensive research, Zuckerman ventures some interesting
answers. This fascinating approach directly counters the claims of outspoken,
conservative American Christians who argue that a society without God would be hell
on earth. It is crucial, Zuckerman believes, for Americans to know that “society
without God is not only possible, but it can be quite civil and pleasant.”

Society without God, Second
Edition
What the Least Religious Nations
Can Tell Us about Contentment
NYU Press An updated edition showcasing the social health of the least religious
nations in the world Religious conservatives around the world often claim that a
society without a strong foundation of faith would necessarily be an immoral one,
bereft of ethics, values, and meaning. Indeed, the Christian Right in the United
States has argued that a society without God would be hell on earth. In Society
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without God, Second Edition sociologist Phil Zuckerman challenges these claims.
Drawing on ﬁeldwork and interviews with more than 150 citizens of Denmark and
Sweden, among the least religious countries in the world, he shows that, far from
being inhumane, crime-infested, and dysfunctional, highly secular societies are
healthier, safer, greener, less violent, and more democratic and egalitarian than
highly religious ones. Society without God provides a rich portrait of life in a secular
society, exploring how a culture without faith copes with death, grapples with the
meaning of life, and remains content through everyday ups and downs. This updated
edition incorporates new data from recent studies, updated statistics, and a revised
Introduction, as well as framing around the now more highly developed ﬁeld of
secular studies. It addresses the dramatic surge of irreligion in the United States and
the rise of the “nones,” and adds data on societal health in speciﬁc US states, along
with fascinating context regarding which are the most religious and which the most
secular.

Society without God, Second
Edition
What the Least Religious Nations
Can Tell Us about Contentment
NYU Press An updated edition showcasing the social health of the least religious
nations in the world Religious conservatives around the world often claim that a
society without a strong foundation of faith would necessarily be an immoral one,
bereft of ethics, values, and meaning. Indeed, the Christian Right in the United
States has argued that a society without God would be hell on earth. In Society
without God, Second Edition sociologist Phil Zuckerman challenges these claims.
Drawing on ﬁeldwork and interviews with more than 150 citizens of Denmark and
Sweden, among the least religious countries in the world, he shows that, far from
being inhumane, crime-infested, and dysfunctional, highly secular societies are
healthier, safer, greener, less violent, and more democratic and egalitarian than
highly religious ones. Society without God provides a rich portrait of life in a secular
society, exploring how a culture without faith copes with death, grapples with the
meaning of life, and remains content through everyday ups and downs. This updated
edition incorporates new data from recent studies, updated statistics, and a revised
Introduction, as well as framing around the now more highly developed ﬁeld of
secular studies. It addresses the dramatic surge of irreligion in the United States and
the rise of the “nones,” and adds data on societal health in speciﬁc US states, along
with fascinating context regarding which are the most religious and which the most
secular.
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Society Without God
What the Least Religious Nations
Can Tell Us about Government
Religion without God
Harvard University Press In his last book, Ronald Dworkin addresses timeless
questions: What is religion and what is God's place in it? What are death and
immortality? He joins a sense of cosmic mystery and beauty to the claim that value
is objective, independent of mind, and immanent in the world. Belief in God is one
manifestation of this view, but not the only one.

Living the Secular Life
New Answers to Old Questions
Penguin Books Over the last 25 years, 'no religion' has become the fastest-growing
religion in the Western World. Revealing the inspiring beliefs that empower secular
culture - alongside real stories of nonreligious men and women based on extensive
in-depth interviews from across the U.S. - Living the Secular Life will be
indispensable for millions of secular people. A manifesto for a booming social
movement and a revelatory survey of an overlooked community, this book oﬀers
essential and long-awaited information for anyone building a life based on his or her
own principles

Good Without God
What a Billion Nonreligious People
Do Believe
Harper Collins An inspiring and provocative exploration of an alternative to
traditional religion Questions about the role of God and religion in today's world have
never been more relevant or felt more powerfully. Many of us are searching for a
place where we can ﬁnd not only facts and scientiﬁc reason but also hope and moral
courage. For some, answers are found in the divine. For others, including the New
Atheists, religion is an "enemy." But in Good Without God, Greg Epstein presents
another, more balanced and inclusive response: Humanism. He highlights humanity's
potential for goodness and the ways in which Humanists lead lives of purpose and
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compassion. Humanism can oﬀer the sense of community we want and often need in
good times and bad—and it teaches us that we can lead good and moral lives
without the supernatural, without higher powers . . . without God.

Living Without God
New Directions for Atheists,
Agnostics, Secularists, and the
Undecided
ReadHowYouWant.com Ronald Aronson demonstrates that atheism represents much
more than what one does not believe: that it is the precondition for a generous
humanism. The two closing chapters are models of stoicism at its best.'' Christopher Hitchens, author of God Is Not Great.

This Life
Secular Faith and Spiritual Freedom
Anchor Hägglund argues that a faith not in God or eternal life, but in the ﬁnite,
temporal life we lead here on earth is one that gives that life far greater depth of
meaning. In contrast to the traditional religious faith in eternity, he proposes a
secular faith in the value of living in time. His book provides not only a critique of
religious ideals, but also a positive, alternative understanding of the beliefs and
values that can motivate us to live lives of meaning in the here and now. -- adapted
from jacket

Life Without God
A Guide to Fulﬁllment Without
Religion
Publishamerica Incorporated Do you sense that you have a mission in life but are
unable to accept the existence of a supreme being? Are you irritated by people who
perpetually want to...save you? Are you looking for a philosophy of life that leads to
a happy and contented life without faith? In the ﬁrst part of his book, Dr. Tzannes
shows the absurdity of religious dogmas and practices--information you need to face
down all those religious zealots and annoying proselytizers. In the second part, he
answers questions such as "why are we here?" "what is good or evil?" "how do we
ﬁnd happiness?" etc., proving that happiness and fulﬁllment in life are easily within
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reach, with no need for God or organized religions. All ideas are presented through a
series of heated, humorous dialogues that need no Ph.D. in philosophy to be
enjoyed--just common sense and a freethinking mind.

What It Means to Be Moral
Why Religion Is Not Necessary for
Living an Ethical Life
Catapult “A thoughtful perspective on humans' capacity for moral behavior.”
—Kirkus Reviews “A comprehensive introduction to religious skepticism.”
—Publishers Weekly In What It Means to Be Moral: Why Religion Is Not Necessary for
Living an Ethical Life, Phil Zuckerman argues that morality does not come from God.
Rather, it comes from us: our brains, our evolutionary past, our ongoing cultural
development, our social experiences, and our ability to reason, reﬂect, and be
sensitive to the suﬀering of others. By deconstructing religious arguments for
God–based morality and guiding readers through the premises and promises of
secular morality, Zuckerman argues that the major challenges facing the world
today—from global warming and growing inequality to religious support for unethical
political policies to gun violence and terrorism—are best approached from a
nonreligious ethical framework. In short, we need to look to our fellow humans and
within ourselves for moral progress and ethical action. “In this brilliant, provocative,
and timely book, Phil Zuckerman breaks down the myth that our morality comes
from religion—compellingly making the case that when it comes to the biggest
challenges we face today, a secular approach is the only truly moral one.” —Ali A.
Rizvi, author of The Atheist Muslim

Morality Without God?
OUP USA A common refrain against atheism and secular humanism is that without
belief in God, "everything is permitted." Walter Sinnott-Armstrong dismantles this
argument and argues instead that God is not only not essential to morality, but that
our moral behavior should be seen as utterly independent of religion. This short,
accessible book is on a major aspect of the arguments against atheism and will
interest those intrigued by the "new atheism" (Harris, Dawkins, etc).

Faith No More
Why People Reject Religion
Oxford University Press During his 2009 inaugural speech, President Obama
described the United States as a nation of "Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus-and nonbelievers." It was the ﬁrst time an American president had acknowledged
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the existence of this rapidly growing segment of the population in such a public
forum. And yet the reasons why more and more people are turning away from
religion are still poorly understood. In Faith No More, Phil Zuckerman draws on indepth interviews with people who have left religion to ﬁnd out what's really behind
the process of losing one's faith. According to a 2008 study, so many Americans
claim no religion (15%, up from 8% in 1990) that this category now outranks every
other religious group except Catholics and Baptists. Exploring the deeper stories
within such survey data, Zuckerman shows that leaving one's faith is a highly
personal, complex, and drawn-out process. And he ﬁnds that, rather than the cliché
of the angry, nihilistic atheist, apostates are life-aﬃrming, courageous, highly
intelligent and inquisitive, and deeply moral. Zuckerman predicts that this trend
toward nonbelief will likely continue and argues that the sooner we recognize that
religion is frequently and freely rejected by all sorts of men and women, the sooner
our understanding of the human condition will improve. The ﬁrst book of its kind,
Faith No More will appeal to anyone interested in the "New Atheism" and indeed to
anyone wishing to more fully understand our changing relationship to religious faith.

The Good Atheist
Living a Purpose-Filled Life Without
God
Ulysses Press Oﬀers a positive guide to leading a happy, fulﬁlling and morally
focused life through the principles of free thought, rather than following any religious
tenets, in a easy-to-follow plan that stresses altruistic living. Original.

Can Man Live Without God
Thomas Nelson In this brilliant and compelling defense of the Christian faith, Ravi
Zacharias shows how aﬃrming the reality of God's existence matters urgently in our
everyday lives. According to Zacharias, how you answer the questions of God's
existence will impact your relationship with others, your commitment to integrity,
your attitude toward morality, and your perception of truth.

What Are You Without God?
How to Discredit Religious Thought
and Rebuild Your Identity
Christopher Krzeminski The topic of gods and religion has bewildered generations
throughout history. Some have been led to believe that believing in a god is the only
way to be happy, others fear that the fabric of society would fray and tear without
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widespread deference to religion, and still others have chosen to believe because
they did not realize that there was ever even an alternative. This book articulates the
"None of the Above" alternative to the multiple-choice question of gods and religion.
Beginning with a systematic deconstruction and demolition of religious thought as
unreliable, imprecise, and unproven, the discussion then turns to rebuilding one's
identity once he has relinquished the concept that gods are anything more than an
idea. Leading the reader through the process and techniques of rebuilding his
intellect, emotions, morals, and meaning, What Are You Without God? refuses to
destroy religious thought without providing a deﬁnite alternative, namely, to be a
human being with the ﬂeeting chance to give eﬀect to his desires and emotions
before he closes his eyes for good.

Religion Without God
Routledge This criticism of theism, especially monotheism, questions the assumption
that rejecting God means rejecting religion. Drawing on Western philosophical
critiques of religion and non-theistic Eastern religions, Ray Billington shows how a
religion without God could work. The concept of religion without God has informed
not only the theories of Nietzsche, Kant and Spinoza, but also expressions of belief in
Indian and Chinese religions-Hinduism, Theravada Buddhism Zen and Taoism.
Concluding with a look at the "the future of faith," this is a wide ranging and lucidlywritten look at what it means to "have faith" and how this is distinct from religious
belief. Ray Billington is an experienced and respected author on Eastern religion and
philosophy. His books include Understanding Eastern Philospophy, Living Philosophy
and East of Existentialism, all published by Routledge. He also writes occasional
journalism most notably as a contributor to The Guardian's 'Face to Faith' column. An
ex-Methodist minister and onetime chaplain with the SAS, he has now retired from
his post as Principal Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of the West of England.

Religion's Sudden Decline
What's Causing It, and What Comes
Next?
Oxford University Press, USA 'Religion's Sudden Decline' provides evidence of a
major decline in religion in most of the world, based on surveys of over 100 countries
containing 90 percent of the world's population, carried out from 1981 to 2020 - the
largest base of empirical evidence ever assembled to analyse mass acceptance or
rejection of religion.--

Religion for Atheists
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A Non-Believer's Guide to the Uses
of Religion
Signal From the author of The Architecture of Happiness, a deeply moving
meditation on how we can still beneﬁt, without believing, from the wisdom, the
beauty, and the consolatory power that religion has to oﬀer. Alain de Botton was
brought up in a committedly atheistic household, and though he was powerfully
swayed by his parents' views, he underwent, in his mid-twenties, a crisis of
faithlessness. His feelings of doubt about atheism had their origins in listening to
Bach's cantatas, were further developed in the presence of certain Bellini Madonnas,
and became overwhelming with an introduction to Zen architecture. However, it was
not until his father's death -- buried under a Hebrew headstone in a Jewish cemetery
because he had intriguingly omitted to make more secular arrangements -- that
Alain began to face the full degree of his ambivalence regarding the views of religion
that he had dutifully accepted. Why are we presented with the curious choice
between either committing to peculiar concepts about immaterial deities or letting
go entirely of a host of consoling, subtle and eﬀective rituals and practices for which
there is no equivalent in secular society? Why do we bristle at the mention of the
word "morality"? Flee from the idea that art should be uplifting, or have an ethical
purpose? Why don't we build temples? What mechanisms do we have for expressing
gratitude? The challenge that de Botton addresses in his book: how to separate ideas
and practices from the religious institutions that have laid claim to them. In Religion
for Atheists is an argument to free our soul-related needs from the particular
inﬂuence of religions, even if it is, paradoxically, the study of religion that will allow
us to rediscover and rearticulate those needs.

Reasonable Atheism
A Moral Case for Respectful
Disbelief
The authors make not only a compelling moral case for atheism but also for the
value and necessity of mutual respect in a democratic society composed of diverse
citizens.

My Life Without God
Harvest House Pub Atheist Madalyn O'Hair's son recounts his turbulent childhood, his
search for truth and subsequent commitment to Christ. Bill shares how God's love
helped him cope with his family's disappearance and tragic deaths. Includes photos.
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Christianity Without God
Bridget Williams Books Does the failure of the conventional idea of God spell the end
of the Christian tradition? Or does it simply mean the end of conventional Christian
doctrine? Christianity without God aﬃrms the latter, treating Christian culture as a
living and evolving stream. In this cogently argued book, Lloyd Geering brings the
resources of his deep scholarship to look at what the world really needs from
contemporary religion. His inspiration is the cultivation of the wisdom of Christianity,
not a dependence on beliefs about a supernatural saviour.

Religious Commitment and Secular
Reason
Cambridge University Press Many religious people are alarmed about features of the
current age--violence in the media, a pervasive hedonism, a marginalization of
religion, and widespread abortion. These concerns inﬂuence politics, but just as
there should be a separation between church and state, so should there be a
balance between religious commitments and secular arguments calling for social
reforms. Robert Audi oﬀers a principle of secular rationale, which does not exclude
religious grounds for action but which rules out restricting freedom except on
grounds that any rational citizen would accept. This book describes the essential
commitments of free democracy, explains how religious and secular moral
considerations can be integrated to facilitate cooperation in a world of religious
pluralism, and proposes ideals of civic virtue that express the mutual respect on
which democracy depends.

Without God
Science, Belief, Morality, and the
Meaning of Life
Independently Published Without God, how can we have hope or make sense of such
a broken world? Skeptics believe we don't need God to understand reality, and that
science and reason hold the keys to building a better world. Faith is blind, and there
is no credible evidence for God's existence--especially the God of the Bible. Science
and religious belief are incompatible, and God is no longer relevant to our modern
world.By engaging with popular atheists and skeptics, both new and old, as well as
many of Christianity's most brilliant writers, pastor and author Zachary Broom writes
of how God is just as relevant to understanding the world as He's ever been. Not only
is there powerful evidence for God's existence, but without Him, we cannot make
sense of human experience.If there is no God, most of what we intuitively believe
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about reality cannot be trusted, as God is the source of all meaning, rationality,
truth, beauty, and goodness. Instead of setting out to "prove" God's existence,
Broom carefully and seriously engages skeptic's doubts, relying on philosophy,
science, literature, reasoning, and real-life conversations, challenging readers to
believe the better worldview--the worldview that best explains reality as we know it.

Faith No More
Why People Reject Religion
OUP USA Faith No More seeks to understand how and why people lose their faith,
sever their ties with religious organizations, and experience a secularizing
transformation in their own personal lives. Based on in-depth interviews with 75
individuals from a variety of backgrounds and religious traditions, this book oﬀers a
rich and colorful exploration of the human journey from religiosity to secularity.

Battling the Gods
Atheism in the Ancient World
Vintage How new is atheism? Although adherents and opponents alike today present
it as an invention of the European Enlightenment, when the forces of science and
secularism broadly challenged those of faith, disbelief in the gods, in fact, originated
in a far more remote past. In Battling the Gods, Tim Whitmarsh journeys into the
ancient Mediterranean, a world almost unimaginably diﬀerent from our own, to
recover the stories and voices of those who ﬁrst refused the divinities. Homer’s epic
poems of human striving, journeying, and passion were ancient Greece’s only
“sacred texts,” but no ancient Greek thought twice about questioning or mocking his
stories of the gods. Priests were functionaries rather than sources of moral or
cosmological wisdom. The absence of centralized religious authority made for an
extraordinary variety of perspectives on sacred matters, from the devotional to the
atheos, or “godless.” Whitmarsh explores this kaleidoscopic range of ideas about the
gods, focusing on the colorful individuals who challenged their existence. Among
these were some of the greatest ancient poets and philosophers and writers, as well
as the less well known: Diagoras of Melos, perhaps the ﬁrst self-professed atheist;
Democritus, the ﬁrst materialist; Socrates, executed for rejecting the gods of the
Athenian state; Epicurus and his followers, who thought gods could not intervene in
human aﬀairs; the brilliantly mischievous satirist Lucian of Samosata. Before the
revolutions of late antiquity, which saw the scriptural religions of Christianity and
Islam enforced by imperial might, there were few constraints on belief. Everything
changed, however, in the millennium between the appearance of the Homeric poems
and Christianity’s establishment as Rome’s state religion in the fourth century AD. As
successive Greco-Roman empires grew in size and complexity, and power was
increasingly concentrated in central capitals, states sought to impose collective
religious adherence, ﬁrst to cults devoted to individual rulers, and ultimately to
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monotheism. In this new world, there was no room for outright disbelief: the label
“atheist” was used now to demonize anyone who merely disagreed with the
orthodoxy—and so it would remain for centuries. As the twenty-ﬁrst century shapes
up into a time of mass information, but also, paradoxically, of collective amnesia
concerning the tangled histories of religions, Whitmarsh provides a bracing antidote
to our assumptions about the roots of freethinking. By shining a light on atheism’s
ﬁrst thousand years, Battling the Gods oﬀers a timely reminder that nonbelief has a
wealth of tradition of its own, and, indeed, its own heroes.

God Is Not Great
How Religion Poisons Everything
McClelland & Stewart Christopher Hitchens, described in the London Observer as
“one of the most proliﬁc, as well as brilliant, journalists of our time” takes on his
biggest subject yet–the increasingly dangerous role of religion in the world. In the
tradition of Bertrand Russell’s Why I Am Not a Christian and Sam Harris’s recent
bestseller, The End Of Faith, Christopher Hitchens makes the ultimate case against
religion. With a close and erudite reading of the major religious texts, he documents
the ways in which religion is a man-made wish, a cause of dangerous sexual
repression, and a distortion of our origins in the cosmos. With eloquent clarity,
Hitchens frames the argument for a more secular life based on science and reason,
in which hell is replaced by the Hubble Telescope’s awesome view of the universe,
and Moses and the burning bush give way to the beauty and symmetry of the double
helix.

Atheism As a Religion
An Introduction to the World's Least
Understood Faith
Createspace Independent Pub The rise of confrontational atheism has led many nonbelievers to assert that religion should 'disappear' or be 'extinguished.' Little are
atheists aware that in the process of embracing and expressing their atheism, rather
than 'extinguish' religion, they have created their own. Many atheists have moved
beyond the dictionary deﬁnition and are naturally and predictably attempting to ﬁll
the religious void left from abandoning their theistic tradition by replacing it with an
atheist alternative. With the passion of devoted religious adherents, the atheist
faithful celebrate and defend atheist creeds, mythology, and superstitions.
Employing the discipline of Anthropology, new atheist critic Mike Dobbins
demonstrates how modern atheism has all the characteristics that compose a
religion: emotional, social, material, ethical, ritual, doctrinal, and narrative. Like the
religions of other cultures, atheism has a cherished worldview, a creation myth,
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prophecies and revelations, magical thinking, revered leaders, sacred doctrines,
esteemed ethics, induces speciﬁc emotions, and most recently, formed its own
international atheist church, The Sunday Assembly. Moreover, The United States
Supreme Court has ruled atheism is a religion and atheist organizations are quick to
agree when it is to their advantage. Atheism As A Religion provides a long overdue
introduction to the faith of the Godless. The religion of atheism requires thoughtful
and deliberate consideration by all people, believer and unbeliever alike. While not
all atheists are religious, religious atheism is gaining in popularity and having a
greater inﬂuence in politics, the media, and Western civilization. As ever more
atheists begin to take their religion seriously, it's time everyone else did too."

The Rage Against God
A&C Black In a fascinating account, Peter Hitchens describes his autobiographical
and spiritual journey from atheism to faith in God through the power of reasoning.

The God Delusion. 10th Anniversary
Edition
Random House The God Delusion caused a sensation when it was published in 2006.
Within weeks it became the most hotly debated topic, with Dawkins himself branded
as either saint or sinner for presenting his hard-hitting, impassioned rebuttal of
religion of all types. His argument could hardly be more topical. While Europe is
becoming increasingly secularized, the rise of religious fundamentalism, whether in
the Middle East or Middle America, is dramatically and dangerously dividing opinion
around the world. In America, and elsewhere, a vigorous dispute between 'intelligent
design' and Darwinism is seriously undermining and restricting the teaching of
science. In many countries religious dogma from medieval times still serves to abuse
basic human rights such as women's and gay rights. And all from a belief in a God
whose existence lacks evidence of any kind. Dawkins attacks God in all his forms. He
eviscerates the major arguments for religion and demonstrates the supreme
improbability of a supreme being. He shows how religion fuels war, foments bigotry
and abuses children. The God Delusion is a brilliantly argued, fascinating polemic
that will be required reading for anyone interested in this most emotional and
important subject.

The Necessity of Secularism
Why God Can't Tell Us What to Do
Pitchstone Publishing (US&CA) For the ﬁrst time in human history, a signiﬁcant
percentage of the world's population no longer believes in God. This is especially
true in developed nations, where in some societies nonbelievers now outnumber
believers. Unless religion collapses completely, or undergoes a remarkable
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resurgence, countries across the globe must learn to carefully and eﬀectively
manage this societal mix of religious and irreligious. For in a world already deeply
riven by sectarian conﬂict, this unprecedented demographic shift presents yet
another challenge to humanity. Writing in an engaging, accessible style, philosopher
and lawyer Ronald A. Lindsay develops a tightly crafted argument for
secularism—speciﬁcally, that in a religiously pluralistic society, a robust,
thoroughgoing secularism is the only reliable means of preserving meaningful
democracy and rights of conscience. Contrary to certain political pundits and
religious leaders who commonly employ the term secularism as a scare word,
Lindsay uses clear, concrete examples and jargon-free language to demonstrate that
secularism is the only way to ensure equal respect and protection under the law—for
believers and nonbelievers alike. Although critical of some aspects of religion,
Lindsay neither presents an antireligious tirade nor seeks to convert anyone to
nonbelief, reminding us that secularism and atheism are not synonymous. Rather, he
shows how secularism works to everyone's beneﬁt and makes the deﬁnitive case
that the secular model should be feared by none—and embraced by all.!-?xml:namespace preﬁx = "o" ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:oﬃce:oﬃce" /--

Truth for Life
365 Daily Devotions
The Good Book Company A year of gospel-saturated daily devotions from renowned
Bible teacher Alistair Begg. Start with the gospel each and every day with this oneyear devotional by renowned Bible teacher Alistair Begg. We all need to be reminded
of the truth that anchors our life and excites and equips us to live for Christ.
Reﬂecting on a short passage each day, Alistair spans the Scriptures to show us the
greatness and grace of God, and to thrill our hearts to live as His children. His clear,
faithful exposition and thoughtful application mean that this resource will both
engage your mind and stir your heart. Each day includes prompts to apply what
you’ve read, a related Bible text to enjoy, and a plan for reading through the whole
of the Scriptures in a year. The hardback cover and ribbon marker make this a
wonderful gift.

Faith and Reason
Clarendon Press Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the ﬁnal volume of his
acclaimed trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and Reason is a self-standing
examination of the implications for religious faith of Swinburne's famous arguments
about the coherence of theism and the existence of God. By practising a particular
religion, a person seeks to achieve some or all of three goals - that he worships and
obeys God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their salvation. But
not all religions commend worship, and diﬀerent religions have diﬀerent conceptions
of salvation. Faced with these diﬀerences, Richard Swinburne argues that we should
practice that religion which has the best goals and is more probably true than the

15

16

creeds of other religions. He proposes criteria by which to determine the
probabilities of diﬀerent religious creeds, and he argues that, while requiring total
commitment, faith does not demand fully convinced belief. While maintaining the
same structure and conclusions as the original classic, this second edition has been
substantially rewritten, both in order to relate its ideas more closely to those of
classical theologians and philosophers and to respond to more recent views. In
particular he discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view of Alvin Plantinga that the
'warrant' of a belief depends on the process which produced it, and John Hick's
contention that all religions oﬀer valid paths to salvation.

Without God
Michel Houellebecq and Materialist
Horror
Penn State Press Michel Houellebecq is France’s most famous and controversial
living novelist. Since his ﬁrst novel in 1994, Houellebecq’s work has been called
pornographic, racist, sexist, Islamophobic, and vulgar. His caricature appeared on
the cover of the French satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015, the day
that Islamist militants killed twelve people in an attack on their oﬃces and also the
day that his most recent novel, Soumission—the story of France in 2022 under a
Muslim president—appeared in bookstores. Without God uses religion as a lens to
examine how Houellebecq gives voice to the underside of the progressive ethos that
has animated French and Western social, political, and religious thought since the
1960s. Focusing on Houellebecq’s complicated relationship with religion, Louis Betty
shows that the novelist, who is at best agnostic, “is a deeply and unavoidably
religious writer.” In exploring the religious, theological, and philosophical aspects of
Houellebecq’s work, Betty situates the author within the broader context of a French
and Anglo-American history of ideas—ideas such as utopian socialism, the sociology
of secularization, and quantum physics. Materialism, Betty contends, is the true
destroyer of human intimacy and spirituality in Houellebecq’s work; the prevailing
worldview it conveys is one of nihilism and hedonism in a postmodern, post-Christian
Europe. In Betty’s analysis, “materialist horror” emerges as a philosophical and
aesthetic concept that describes and ampliﬁes contemporary moral and social
decadence in Houellebecq’s ﬁction.

Reasonable Faith
Christian Truth and Apologetics
Crossway This updated edition by one of the world's leading apologists presents a
systematic, positive case for Christianity that reﬂects the latest work in the
contemporary hard sciences and humanities. Brilliant and accessible.
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God Is Not One
ReadHowYouWant.com fascinating guide to religion and its place in the world today.
In God Is Not One, bestselling author Stephen Prothero makes a fresh and
provocative argument that, contrary to popular understanding, all religions are not
simply ''diﬀerent paths to the same God.'' Instead, he shows that the diﬀerences
between the major religions are far greater than we think: they each ask diﬀerent
questions, tackle diﬀerent problems, and aim at diﬀerent goals. God Is Not One
highlights the unique aspects of the world's major religions, with chapters on Islam,
Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Yoruba religion, Judaism, Daoism
and atheism. Lucid and compelling, God Is Not One oﬀers a new understanding of
religion for the twenty-ﬁrst century.

Unimaginable
What Our World Would Be Like
Without Christianity
Baker Books A Stirring Account of Christianity's Power for Good In a day when
Christians are often attacked for their beliefs, professor and speaker Jeremiah
Johnston oﬀers an inspiring look at the positive inﬂuence of Christianity, both
historically and today. In Unimaginable, you'll discover the far-reaching ways that
Christianity is good for the world--and has been since the ﬁrst century AD--including:
· How the plights of women and children in society were forever changed by Jesus ·
Why democracy and our education and legal systems owe much to Christianity · How
early believers demonstrated the inherent value of human life by caring for the sick,
handicapped, and dying · How Christians today are extending God's kingdom
through charities, social justice eﬀorts, and other profound ways Like It's a Wonderful
Life, the classic ﬁlm that showed George Bailey how diﬀerent Bedford Falls would be
without his presence, Unimaginable guides readers through the halls of history to
see how Jesus' teachings dramatically changed the world and continue to be the
most powerful force for good today. This provocative and enlightening book is sure
to encourage believers and challenge doubters.

A Utopia Like Any Other
Inside the Swedish Model
Luath Press Ltd Does a utopia really exist within northern Europe? Do we have
anything to learn from it if it does? And what makes a nation worthy of admiration,
anyway? Since the ’30s, when the world was wowed by the Stockholm Exhibition, to
most people Sweden has meant clean lines, good public housing, and a Social
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Democratic government. More recently the Swedes have been lauded for their
environmental credentials, their aspirational free schools, and their hardy economy.
But what’s the truth of the Swedish model? Is modern Sweden really that much
better than rest of Europe? In this insightful exploration of where Sweden has been,
where it’s going, and what the rest of us can learn from its journey, journalist
Dominic Hinde explores the truth behind the myth of a Swedish Utopia. In his quest
for answers he travels the length of the country and further, enjoying July sunshine
on the island of Gotland with the cream of Swedish politics for ‘Almedalan Week’,
venturing into the Arctic Circle to visit a town about to be swallowed up by the very
mine it exists to serve, and even taking a trip to Shanghai to take in the suburban
Chinese interpretation of Scandinavia, ‘Sweden Town’, a Nordic city in miniature in
the smog of China’s largest city.
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